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‘Derr Dr. Faich:

_ FbA review document.
you can share 1it.

" gssociated with the Accutane embryopathy.
* serious as the Thalidemide embryopathy and the congenital rubella syvndrome and

- that the attack rate for serious problems after fetal exposure is 235%- similar

- to the attack rate for cengenitel rubella syndroms.
' know how to prevent 211 cases of z particular serious birth defects or
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Enclosed please find coples of the latest draft of the Accutane MMRR a
I do not have a publicailon dete yet, but it is likely to be in Februar

I iscck forward to hearing about your meeting on February 10th to discuss tha

I would appreciste recelving & copy of that document when
In clesing, let me note that T fesl 3 great urgenty to prevent Infants and I;
I
|

children from having the sericus birth defects and developmental dlsabilities
As you know, the problems ere as

It is not cften that we

In this instance, however, we know how toc prevent

further czses- WHe simply need to remove the drug from the market .

know that becadse the product is effectlve against cystic acne that removing
On the other hand, I know that

i
the drug from the market will not be populsr-
40 Infents born allve sfter first trimester exposure tc Accutane have died as
infsnts or children beczuse of the developmental errors that Accutance caused
or young adults with acne had dled ss a result
that the drug would have been viewed as too

on the market. I do not believe that a

X 1f 40 tsenagers

ci therapy caused by this drug
cven though eifective,

T believe that

gangerous,

+he benefirs outweigh the riszk and that the drug should be removed I-om the
market 25 Sosn as scssikie. Drs. David Evicksen and Jose Terdero znd I arse
available to meet with you on this issue as scon as you Like.

Godfrey P. Oakley, Jr., M.D.

pi-ector, Division of Birth Defects &
Developmental Disabilities

Center for Environmental Health and
Injury Control

Centers for Disease Comntrol
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Identical Letter sent to Dr- Jamés Bilstad

Centers for Disezse Control

cC:

Dr. J. David Erickscn
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